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Language Strategy — Use Touch & Gestures

touch and gesture imitate repeat label interpret expand

= Babies learn about the world by
exploring their environment using
their senses. They use gestures and
touch to communicate with you:
- e.g. Baby waving "bye, bye".

= Add meaning to the words you say
by using gestures:
- e.g. Say: "I'm tired”, then
rub your eyes and yawn.

www.strongstart.ca A




Language Strategy - Imitate

touch and gesture imitate repeat Ilabel interpret expand

TOmififﬁ:lfﬂiffii’lfmﬁff;l:limq, " Right from birth, babies are
e attuned to observe and imitate.
SZSI*L e teractie i .

ﬂ BRI, They learn by copying others.

aby connections

= Copy what baby is doing and see

\J (@)
%a.b Faceso if baby will copy you. Imitate:
- Actions - Sounds
- Gestures - Words

- Facial expressions
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Language Strategy - Label

touch and gesture imitate label interpret expand repeat

= Babies need to hear the same
words over and over to begin
understanding their meaning.

= Label:
- Objects - People
- Actions - Feelings
- Sounds - Pictures

.
www.strongstart.ca A



Language Strategy - Interpret

touch and gesture imitate label interpret expand repeat

= Interpreting means saying what
baby would say if they could. It is

a way of modelling language for
baby.

= Listen and watch baby, then
interpret their babbles and
actions:

-e.g. "Are you flapping your

; wings?”
www.strongstart.ca




Language Strategy - Expand

touch and gesture imitate label interpret expand repeat

= Expanding on what baby is
saying helps them connect
words and concepts and
increases vocabulary.

= Add a few more words to
describe what baby is saying:
— e.g. Baby says: "bee”.
You say: “yellow bee” or

— “Bee has wings”.
www.strongstart.ca




Language Strategy — Repeat! Repeat! Repeat!

touch and gesture imitate label interpret expand repeat

= Repetition helps baby’s brain
/" Baby Connections® Song Time develop a strong foundation for

To help you continue fo nourish your baby's brain and literacy

development, we'd like to offer you a free download of our Iea rn i ng a nd Ia ng uage.

album.

20-tradk specialty resourc
”'M upports emerg ent literacy
th ough so
$25 value bh o includes interact' e "brain

based" movementtrad( s by
RDNND & Liz Jo

oo O R SR = Hearing the same words, stories and
o) songs many times, helps baby learn
’ how language works. Baby will be

learning when you:
- sing the same songs
- reread favourite books
- say familiar word
www.strongstart.ca and phrases.




Parent Feedback & Program Evaluation

We are able to offer the program and the kits of materials at no cost because of
the generous financial support from businesses and community foundations.

Help us ensure that this program is available in the future!

(@ baby connections
QUQD building blocks bo liveracy .

sandle Craruaw
irents survey

Thank you for parti ing in the Baby C ions Program. Please answer the f i to help us und d if Baby
Connections is Mpnglmnloes.'ﬂm are no right or wrong answers. We value your honesfeedbadl

Postal Code:
Location of program:

1. Now that | have finished the Baby Connections program, | know about:
Ways to read with my baby Why it is important to read and talk with my baby when they

O same asbefore O alittle bitmore O alot more Seywne

0O sameasbefore O alittle bitmore O alot more
Ways to talk and communicate with my baby
O sameasbefore O alittie bitmore O alot more ﬂz"h’f:z“;“:"‘“_‘:'g“‘”“‘°“"”‘”’“”"""

municating

Ways to read and icate with my baby h O same asbefore O alittiebitmore O alot more
the day and in different places (e.g. in the bath, nhep-k)
D sameasbefore O alittle bitmore O alotmore Use of scraen time with my baby

O sameasbefore O alittle bitmore O alot more

www.strongstart.ca

Please complete a short Parent
Feedback and Program Evaluation to
share feedback on your baby’s
experience in the program.




Use the strategies anytime and anywhere

touch and gesture imitate label interpret expand repeat ‘

Baby Connections® Song Time

To help you continue to nourish your baby's brain and literacy
development, we'd like to offer you a free download of our

album, )
+ 20-tradk specialty resource

4
W
v

suppoﬂs emergent literacy

oy ",'?’:‘.
' Rt [N
b : ﬁ through song
h‘& includes interactive "brain-
$25value .25 ) ased” movement tracks by

RONNO & Liz Jones- g{ucﬂg}t
of Kids-Move + guideboo

|baby connections

www.strongstart.ca



