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Language Strategy – Use Touch & Gestures
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 Babies learn about the world by 

exploring their environment using 

their senses. They use gestures and 

touch to communicate with you:

- e.g. Baby waving “bye, bye”.

 Add meaning to the words you say 

by using gestures:

- e.g. Say:  “I’m tired”, then

rub your eyes and yawn. 
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Language Strategy - Imitate
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 Right from birth, babies are 

attuned to observe and imitate. 

They learn by copying others.

 Copy what baby is doing and see 

if baby will copy you. Imitate:

- Actions - Sounds 

- Gestures - Words             

- Facial expressions



Language Strategy - Label
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 Babies need to hear the same 

words over and over to begin 

understanding their meaning.

 Label:

- Objects - People

- Actions - Feelings

- Sounds - Pictures
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Language Strategy - Interpret
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 Interpreting means saying what 

baby would say if they could. It is 

a way of modelling language for 

baby.

 Listen and watch baby, then 

interpret their babbles and 

actions:

-e.g. “Are you flapping your 

wings?”
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Language Strategy - Expand
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 Expanding on what baby is 

saying helps them connect 

words and concepts and 

increases vocabulary.

 Add a few more words to 

describe what baby is saying:

– e.g. Baby says: “bee”.

You say: “yellow bee” or 

“Bee has wings”.
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Language Strategy – Repeat! Repeat! Repeat!
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 Repetition helps baby’s brain 

develop a strong foundation for 

learning and language. 

 Hearing the same words, stories and 

songs many times, helps baby learn 

how language works. Baby will be 

learning when you:

- sing the same songs 

- reread favourite books

- say familiar words

and phrases.
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Parent Feedback & Program Evaluation
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We are able to offer the program and the kits of materials at no cost because of 

the generous financial support from businesses and community foundations. 

Help us ensure that this program is available in the future! 

Please complete a short Parent 
Feedback and Program Evaluation to 

share feedback on your baby’s 

experience in the program.



Use the strategies anytime and anywhere
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