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I believe that reading is the most important thing that a child can learn. 
Being able to be a part of children’s journeys into the world of literature 
was very rewarding. Watching their faces light up when they read a 
word correctly for the first time was amazing.
– Volunteer Coach, Letters, Sounds and WordsTM Program
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 Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so 
much.

Each time we sit down to write our annual letter to you, a theme 
naturally emerges. As we reflect on 2025, we are struck by the 
overwhelming importance of relationships and how much of our 
success in delivering impact depends on them. This year, we built new 
relationships and deepened existing ones. “Relationships” is one of 
our core values, along with Excellence, Accountability and Dynamic 
(READ).

We have welcomed new program partners in all three of our programs, 
which expanded our geographic reach in Ontario from Greater 
Napanee to Windsor. We are also excited to share that Strong Start 
is officially outside of Ontario with our Baby Connections® program 
delivery in Saskatchewan. I invite you to learn more about these 
new partnerships in the Growing our Impact story. This fall, we have 
made important connections with the Canadian Children’s Literacy 
Foundation and the International Dyslexia Association to explore how 
we might collaborate for even greater impact. 

As a children’s charity we rely on community giving. We are so grateful 
for the generosity of our donors and funders. So many have renewed 
their support year after year, helping to ensure we are able to continue 
delivering our impact. We also welcomed new donors to Strong Start 
this year, and we thank them for joining us in our Mission. Please visit the 
Thank You pages of this newsletter to appreciate all who are providing 
gifts and grants to Strong Start over the last 16 months. 

This year, an astounding 41,264 volunteer hours were given to Strong 
Start by 2,372 volunteers, with nearly 4,300 children benefiting. The 
Volunteer Coaches who sit with children each week, playing fun literacy 
games and providing encouragement, build impact and relationships. 
Our Get Ready for SchoolTM classroom teams nurture relationships with 
preschool children and their families, helping prepare “everyone” for 
kindergarten. We are also grateful to our expert volunteer developers, 
Chris Howlett and Rehan Rauf, for their talent and dedication to 
developing proprietary IT solutions that enable our continued scaling. 
And finally, we are grateful for our Strong Start Team relationships and 
those with our volunteer Board of Directors. We thank them for their 
talent, hard work, and shared passion for helping children learn to read. 

We invite you to turn the pages and read our heartwarming stories of 
impact and support, celebrate our new program partnerships, and 
recognize all those who give so generously of their time, talent and 
treasure to help young children learn to read. Thank you for all you do to 
help children receive the gift of reading.

Machelle Denison
Chief Executive Officer

KSiddall
Kendra Siddall
Chair of the Board

Kendra Siddall Chair

Sue Bruyns Vice Chair

Dr. Kristiina Montero Secretary

Ben Irwin, CPA Treasurer

Jennifer King Past Chair

Sydney Pereira Director

Jamil Shamji Director

Bobbie Chatha Director

Dr. Goranka Vukelich Director

Board of Directors

Thank you for voting Strong Start as #1, Diamond Winner in the Non-Profit 
Organization category in the Best of Waterloo Region Readers’ Choice 
Awards 2025! This is our 6th Readers’ Choice Award in a row and our 4th 
Diamond Award. We share this award with all our Strong Start supporters and 
partners and congratulate our fellow nominees. 

Thank you for your support!

20202255
DIAMOND WINNERDIAMOND WINNER

BEST OF WATERLOO

Our Impact: By the Numbers

64,441
Total Children Helped

41,912
Total Volunteers

711,148
Total Volunteer Hours

Sandi Freeman, a retired Registered Nurse, volunteers at 
MacKenzie King P.S. in Kitchener, ON, where her grandchildren 
attend. Each week, she supports children as a Volunteer 
Coach in the Letters, Sounds and Words program and serves 
as Site Co-ordinator, connecting coaches with students who 
benefit most. Since 2019, Sandi has supported 52 children. 
Staff describe her as kind and dependable, and students look 
forward to her visits.

Sandi is the 2025 recipient of the Steve Cameron Volunteer 
Achievement Award, which was created in honour of Strong 
Start’s founding Board Chair and his 22 years of service. 
Congratulations, Sandi, and thank you for helping children 
grow as confident readers!

Sandi Freeman Receives 2025 
Steve Cameron Volunteer 
Achievement Award

– Helen Keller

   I love this. It doesn’t feel 
like work at all!
– Sandi Freeman

What We Have Achieved Together Since 2001

 As we prepare to celebrate Strong Start’s 25th anniversary in 2026, we would love to hear from 
anyone whose life was touched by our programs. Whether you were a child, a volunteer, an 
educator, an employee, or a supporter, please share your story with us at info@strongstart.ca.

25
Years
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From the very beginning, Kaila was my little shadow. 
As a stay-at-home mom, our days were spent side by 
side at the library and at the Kingsdale Community 
Centre. New situations could feel overwhelming 
for her, but once she felt safe, her bright and joyful 
personality always shone through. As Kindergarten 
approached, I knew she needed gentle chances to 
build confidence and independence.

A parent told me about Strong Start’s Get Ready 
for School program. I still remember that first visit 
where Kaila clung to me with tears streaming. The 
Instructors were patient and reassuring. With familiar 
songs, predictable routines, and playful learning 
experiences, she began to feel brave. I saw her 
confidence grow each week.

When Kaila was in Grade 1, learning to read proved 
difficult. Her teacher suggested the Letters, Sounds 
and Words program, and Strong Start supported 
us once again. As Kaila built her skills practicing 
her sounds and letters with her Coach, her love for 
reading blossomed. She carried books everywhere. 
Her dad even built shelves to keep up with her 
growing collection. Reading became part of who 
she was.

This time, the experience inspired me. I trained as a 
Volunteer Coach so I could help other children, just 
as someone had once helped Kaila. Over time, my 
passion for supporting early literacy led me to join 
Strong Start as a staff member.

A Letters, Sounds and Words Story of Growth and Giving Back
By Cheree Sladic

Strong Beginnings, Bright Futures

Later, at 16, Kaila said, “Mom, I want to be a Coach, 
too!” She trained as a Volunteer Coach and returned 
to the very same school to help children in the 
Letters, Sounds and Words program, just like she once 
had been supported. Watching her sit beside young 
learners, encouraging them, celebrating them, was 
one of the proudest moments of my life.

– Kaila, former Strong Start participant and current 
Volunteer Coach

Strong Start didn’t just help Kaila learn how to read. 
It helped her become a confident, caring young 
person who is giving back in our community. 

Strong beginnings lead to bright futures — and we 
build them together.

In 2024–2025, Letters, Sounds and Words 
supported 3,277 children at 233 sites, thanks 
to 1,961 volunteers who contributed 36,686 
hours of one-on-one reading support.

Through Strong Start’s programs, Kaila 
gained confidence and a love of 
reading. The experience inspired her 
mom, Cheree, to become a Volunteer 
Coach — and years later, Kaila followed 
in her footsteps.

When babies lock eyes with a caring adult during a 
simple song, something powerful is happening. That’s 
one of Angela’s favourite parts of leading Baby 
Connections. She has been a Facilitator for many 
years, and she still notices the same magic each 
time.

When I’m singing, the babies look right at 
me. They crawl over; they want to interact 
and parents can see how meaningful 
that connection is. They realize how much 
learning happens in those small, shared 
moments.
– Angela, Baby Connections Facilitator

Angela and her colleague, Kim, have supported 
families across Bruce County for several years. Each 
session reminds them why early literacy matters so 
deeply. “I love hearing what works for families, like 
which songs their babies enjoy, which books they’re 
excited about, what new things they’ve tried at 
home,” Angela explains. “Sometimes families tell me 
their baby’s favourite songs come from the internet. I 
just remind them to unplug the screen. It’s not about 
watching, it’s about listening and singing together.” 

Parents share similar reflections. One said that after 
taking part in the program, she began “noticing the 
little things her baby does, labelling what they see 
and what we are doing.” Another parent shared, 
“We read more, sing more, and I’ve put books in 
every room. It’s just part of our day now.” These small 
changes add up to many rich learning moments. 

This focus on face-to-face interaction is a key part of 
Baby Connections. Facilitators encourage families to 
choose natural moments — during playtime, diaper 
changes, or bedtime — so reading and singing feel 
relaxed and enjoyable. “When parents enjoy it, 
babies feel that,” says Angela. “Learning grows from 
there.” 

Music, movement, and books are at the heart of the 
program, but many families return because of the 
sense of community. Parents often meet one another 
for the first time in Baby Connections and form lasting 
friendships. “I’ve been in this field for 23 years,” 
Angela reflects, “and parents still tell me they met 
some of their best friends through programs like this. 
It’s wonderful to see.”

Families also appreciate how the program grows 
with them. New songs, updated book choices, and 
resources help keep things fresh and meaningful. 
One parent shared, “The books are wonderful! We 
use them every day.” Another wrote, “The songs and 
activities are now part of our home routines.” 

For Angela, Kim, and the families they support, Baby 
Connections is about slowing down and sharing joy.  

You don’t have to have a perfect singing 
voice. Babies just want to hear you!
– Angela, Baby Connections Facilitator

Through simple moments like a song, a story, or 
a cuddle, Baby Connections helps build strong 
relationships, confident parents, and curious young 
learners, one day at a time. 

Baby Connections partnered with 18 
organizations, offered programming at 32 
sites, and supported 576 children during the 
2024–2025 program year.

I used to struggle with reading. Now I help 
other kids learn to read. I know how it feels, 
and I want them to feel proud too.

Building Connections 
Through Song and Story

As Baby 
Connections 
Facilitators, 
Angela and Kim 
see the “magic 
moments” when 
babies light up at 
a song or story. 
Through simple, 
shared routines, 
they help families 
build confidence, 
connection, and 
early literacy 
in meaningful 
everyday ways.
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days with tummy aches that I knew came from 
worry rather than illness. There were moments 
where I questioned whether she was truly ready. But 
then I remembered how the Get Ready for School 
program had taught both of us to trust the process. 
We kept going. Slowly, routines became familiar and 
comforting. Her teachers became trusted adults. Her 
classroom became another safe place.

And then one morning, everything changed. I 
remember watching her walk confidently to the 
school doors, turning around only to say, “Bye, Mom!” 
No tears, no hesitation — just excitement for new 
adventures ahead.

That was the moment I knew we had made it to the 
other side.

As a parent, witnessing Malina’s transformation has 
been incredibly meaningful. Get Ready for School 
didn’t just prepare her for kindergarten; it prepared 
me to support her independence. It reminded me 
to celebrate small steps, to allow space for growth, 
and to trust that children bloom when surrounded by 
care, patience, and community.

In the 2025 program, Get Ready for School 
partnered with 10 organizations, delivered 
programming at 20 sites, and supported 420 
children with 646 volunteer hours.

Thanks to our 
incredible 
partners, 
Strong Start is 
now available 
at 349 sites 
in 12 regions 
across Ontario, 
with one in 
Saskatchewan!

Starting something new can be scary, especially for 
young children and the adults who love them. When 
my daughter Malina first joined the Get Ready for 
School program, she held on to me tightly. We had 
been going through a lot as a family — changes in 
our routines, personal losses, and many moments 
of uncertainty. We were both carrying big feelings. 
Walking into the program for the first time, I wasn’t 
sure how she — or I — would manage.

But from day one, we were met with warmth. Caring 
instructors, especially Miss Stephanie, greeted us 
with patience and genuine kindness. They didn’t 
just welcome Malina, they welcomed us. I felt like I 
could share what we were going through without 
judgment. The program quickly became a safe 
space where Malina’s emotional needs were 
understood and supported. And just as importantly, it 
became a place where I could breathe.

The program didn’t just help Malina. It 
helped me learn to trust the process, let 
go a little, and celebrate every small step 
forward.
– Malina’s Mom

As the weeks went on, I watched something beautiful 
unfold. Malina began to grow, not just in early 
literacy and numeracy, but in confidence, resilience, 
and joy. She started to look forward to the program 
each day. The tears that once came at drop-off 
slowly disappeared, replaced by smiles, laughter, 
and excited stories about her friends and activities. 
She even began to miss school on weekends — 
something I never imagined at the start.

What stood out most to me was her social and 
emotional growth. She learned how to handle 
transitions and goodbyes, how to ask for help when 
she was unsure, and how to celebrate small victories. 
She learned to trust new people. She learned that 
she could do hard things. The nurturing environment 
helped her form real friendships and discover that 
she belonged in a learning community. These were 
the skills that made the biggest difference when 
kindergarten arrived.

The first few weeks of kindergarten brought some 
challenges as it was a big adjustment. There were 

A Story of Growth, Courage, and 
Community: From a Parent’s 
Perspective

Get Ready for 
School™ gave 
Malina — and 
her mom —
confidence and 
reassurance. With 
a caring team 
and predictable 
routines, Malina 
learned to enjoy 
school, make 
friends, and 
thrive.

Thank You to Our Partners

	■ Avon Maitland District School Board
	■ Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic 

District School Board
	■ Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 

Board
	■ Ethel Gardiner Public School
	■ Fernforest Public School
	■ Goldcrest Public School 
	■ Grand Erie District School Board
	■ Grand River Christian School
	■ Hastings and Prince Edward District 

School Board
	■ Jamieson Elementary
	■ KidsAbility School
	■ Kitchener-Waterloo Bilingual School
	■ Koinonia Christian Academy
	■ Laurentian Hills Christian School
	■ London Christian Elementary School
	■ London District Catholic School Board
	■ Monsignor Philip Coffey Catholic 

School
	■ Plattsville Christian School 
	■ Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 

School Board
	■ St. Carthagh Catholic School
	■ St. Andrew Catholic Elementary 

School
	■ Thames Valley District School Board
	■ Waterloo Catholic District School 

Board
	■ Waterloo Region District School Board
	■ Wellington Catholic District School 

Board

	■ Bill Gies Recreation Centre, Wellesley
	■ Birth to Six Parental Support Group of 

Windsor, Ready-Set-Go
	■ Bridgeport Community Centre, Kitchener
	■ Centreville Chicopee Community 

Centre, Kitchener
	■ Chandler Mowat Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Country Hills Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Downtown Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Forest Heights Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Grand View Public School, Cambridge
	■ Huron Community Centre, Kitchener
	■ Kinbridge Community Centre, 

Cambridge
	■ Kingsdale Community Centre, Kitchener
	■ Langs, Cambridge
	■ Preston Heights Community Group, 

Cambridge
	■ Stanley Park Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ St. Basil’s Catholic School, Owen Sound
	■ Victoria Hills Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Waterloo Public Library, McCormick 

Branch, Waterloo
	■ Williamsburg Community Centre, 

Kitchener
	■ Wilmot Family Resource Centre, New 

Hamburg
	■ Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

	■ Birth to Six Parental Support Group of 
Windsor, Ready-Set-Go

	■ Bruce County EarlyON (multiple 
locations)

	■ Cambridge Family Early Years Centre
	■ Columbus House Inc. (Pembroke)
	■ EarlyON Waterloo Region, YMCA of 

Three Rivers (multiple locations)
	■ Cambridge Public Library (multiple 

locations)
	■ Kitchener Public Library (multiple 

locations)
	■ Petawawa Military Family Resource 

Centre
	■ Region of Waterloo Healthy Babies 

Healthy Children
	■ Region of Waterloo Infant and Child 

Development Program
	■ Region of Waterloo Library (multiple 

locations)
	■ Saskatchewan Health Authority, 

Nipawin & Area Early Years Family 
Resource Centre

	■ South London Neighbourhood 
Resource Centre

	■ Stratford EarlyON Child and Family 
Centre

	■ Town of St. Mary’s EarlyON
	■ Waterloo Public Library (multiple 

locations)

Program Supporters
	■ Conestoga College
	■ University of Waterloo
	■ Western University
	■ Wilfrid Laurier University

Letters, Sounds and Words Get Ready For School Baby Connections
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News & Events in Our Community

Chris Howlett, a dedicated volunteer developer and technical advisor, 
has been awarded the prestigious King Charles III Coronation Medal. This 

remarkable honour recognizes Chris’ exceptional contributions 
to community service and philanthropy through his work with 
Strong Start. Chris contributed over 2,000 volunteer hours last 
year! Chris shared, “I make sure Strong Start has the computer 
systems it needs to grow to serve more and more children. In my 
fifty-plus years in the computer software business, this has been 
the most rewarding work I have ever done.”  

Long-time Strong Start Volunteer awarded 
King Charles III Coronation Medal 

Luis Gonzalez, an international student from Mexico studying 
at Conestoga College, has brought innovation and heart 
to Strong Start’s 3D printing department—contributing over 
100 hours and counting. Introduced to Strong Start by his 
Conestoga College mentor, Dan Strype, Luis quickly became 
an integral volunteer, supporting existing 3D printing activities.

Evolving 3D Printing: Strong Start’s Next 
Chapter in Hands-On Learning 

Behind every game and activity in our programs is a dedicated team of 
materials volunteers. Weekly commitments from Sue, Ross, Austin, Alice, 
Olivia, and Monica, plus summer help from students and community 
members, and corporate team support from IMAX, Securian Canada, and 
RBC (pictured right), made a big impact. This year, 380 volunteers gave 
1,611 hours assembling games and activities. Thanks to them, more children 
are discovering the joy of reading. Special thanks to Dale and Wendy Irvin 
for their years of service.

Together, We Build More

Building a brighter, more literate future for all children in Canada is a bold and 
urgent mission. Since 2017, the Canadian Children’s Literacy Foundation (CCLF) has 
worked to ensure that every child across the country is equipped with the literacy 

skills they need to reach their full potential.

In April 2025, the Canadian Children’s Literacy Foundation (CCLF) 
published What Would It Take…, a national report outlining what is 
needed to ensure all children in Canada develop strong pre-literacy 
skills by age five. The report highlights Strong Start as a leading model 
of community-driven, research-aligned early literacy support.

What would it take? A bold vision for Early 
Literacy needs in Canada

Click 
Here to 
Read 

More...

In the heart of our community, there is a remarkable group called 100 
Men Who Give a Damn Waterloo Region. They are united by a single 
purpose: to make a difference. Each member commits annually, and 
local charities present opportunities to be funded on a quarterly basis.

This April, members selected Strong Start to receive $11,397 in vital support 
to help children learn to read through the Letters, Sounds and Words 
program. Thank you to 100 Men Who Give a Damn Waterloo Region for 
your generous support!

The Power of Collective Caring 

CFUW created an art installation to honor 8,000 missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls, and children as part of The Canadian Library 
project. As a generous supporter and partner, members of CFUW joined 
Strong Start at our National Program Deployment Centre to assemble 
the exhibit. They carefully wrapped books covered in Indigenous-
designed fabric, some bearing names shared by families. This Truth and 
Reconciliation project is travelling across Canada, helping to Reconcile, 
Reconnect, and Rebuild through art.

Truth and Reconciliation 
Through Art 

Strong Start has been on a continuous 
journey to increase impact by growing 
valuable program partnerships. This 
year we have not only deepened our 
engagement with our current Program 
Partners; we have also welcomed new 
partnerships. One has even taken us 
outside of Ontario, an organizational first! 
We are partnering with the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority to deliver our Baby 
Connections program. The 2026 Get 
Ready for School program is launching 
two programs in Windsor in collaboration 
with Ready-Set-Go, and we are adding 
a 21st program in Waterloo Region at 
Huron Community Centre. The Letters, 
Sounds and Words partnerships have 
grown as well, welcoming London District 
Catholic School Board, Avon Maitland 
District School Board, in the Huron Perth 
region, and Hastings Prince Edward District 
School Board in Eastern Ontario. Last year, 
4,273 children benefited from Strong Start 
programming thanks to our incredible 
partners and important collaborations.

Here We Grow Again

At Strong Start, volunteers like Rehan Rauf are vital 
to our mission of helping children learn to read. A 
seasoned software developer, Rehan has applied 
his tech skills to optimize our Volunteer Coach 
Training registration system, scheduled to launch 
in 2026, enhancing efficiency and scalability. His 
journey began with a simple offer to help, driven by 
a passion for equity in education. Volunteering also 
deepened his connection to the community. “It’s 
a lot of learning as well as giving. I can contribute 

more, and I can learn more about 
the community I’m living in,” he said. 
We are grateful for the dedication 
of volunteers like Rehan, whose 
contributions embody Strong Start’s 
spirit of continuous improvement 
and propel our vision forward.

Volunteering at 
Strong Start is not 
just about giving 
— it’s also about 
learning

CCLF CEO Sommer Wedlock 
and Program Support 
Specialist Liz Attisano visited 
Strong Start to discuss how 
our programs align to 
make early literacy more 
accessible for all children 
across Canada.

Strong Start was deeply honoured to 
exhibit a micro library at the National 
Program Deployment Centre this 
September, led by the CFUW.

Click 
Here to 
Read 

More...

Click 
Here to 
Read 

More...

Click 
Here to 
Read 

More...

https://strongstart.ca/news/cclf-what-would-it-take/
https://strongstart.ca/news/cclf-what-would-it-take/
https://strongstart.ca/news/volunteering-at-strong-start-is-not-just-about-giving-its-also-about-learning/
https://strongstart.ca/news/volunteering-at-strong-start-is-not-just-about-giving-its-also-about-learning/
https://strongstart.ca/stories/engineering-heart-how-luis-gonzalez-and-strong-start-are-building-brighter-futures-with-3d-printing/
https://strongstart.ca/stories/engineering-heart-how-luis-gonzalez-and-strong-start-are-building-brighter-futures-with-3d-printing/
https://strongstart.ca/news/long-time-strong-start-volunteer-awarded-king-charles-iii-coronation-medal/
https://strongstart.ca/news/long-time-strong-start-volunteer-awarded-king-charles-iii-coronation-medal/
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Thank You For Your Support
Your generosity fuels our programs, empowers volunteers, and 
helps children discover the joy and confidence that come from 
learning to read.

Alex and Trish Brown Family Fund
Alex Schmidt Memorial Fund
Barrie Family Fund
Berg Family Fund
Collins-Wright Fund
Daidy & James Flavelle Fund
Don Hutzler & Elaine King Fund
Gerri Willston Endowment Fund
Isabel & Laurence M. Savage Fund
Langdon Hall Fund 
Lonsdale and Roberta Schofield Fund
Machelle and Tony Denison Family Fund
School Sisters of Notre Dame Legacy Fund
Steffensen Family Fund
Terry and Margaret Osbourne Family Fund
The Jim and Sue Hallman Family Fund
The Marion Edgar Fund
Waterloo Region Community Fund
Waterloo Region International Plowing Match

United Way Brant
United Way Haldimand & Norfolk
United Way Waterloo Region
    Communities
United Way Oxford

Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary Club

Kiwanis Club of Brantford

William & Mary Mackesy Fund

City of Brantford Community Grant   		
     Program
Community Fund
Donald and Jo-Anne Wilkin Fund
Corporation of the County of Brant

Optimist Club of Waterloo North
Optimist Club of Paris

Foundations
	■ Caledonia 

Community 
Foundation

	■ Cowan Foundation
	■ D.H. Gordon 

Foundation
	■ J.P. Bickell 

Foundation
	■ Samuel W. Stedman 

Foundation
	■ Social Venture 

Parters - Waterloo 
Region

	■ Waterloo Education 
Foundation Inc. 
(WEFI)

Corporate
	■ ATB Financial Uplift
	■ Bell Match 

Donations
	■ Canaccede 

International 
Management Ltd.

	■ Farm Mutual 
Reinsurance Plan 
Inc. 

	■ IMAX Corporation
	■ RBC
	■ RLB Management 

Partnership
	■ Vanguard

Clubs, Schools & 
Groups
	■ 100 Women Who 

Care Wilmot

Third-Party Events
	■ Elmira Maple Syrup 

Festival

In-Kind
	■ 2WA Consulting - 

Anne Bermingham
	■ Arrowsmith 

Corporation
	■ ATOS
	■ Bill Shwarz
	■ Carolin Vandenberg 

Coaching & 
Consulting

	■ Jamil Shamji
	■ Kendra Siddall
	■ Ken Silvester
	■ Eric & Angela	

Skovsgaard
	■ Caitlin & Craig Smith
	■ Arthur & Margaret 

Sonnenburg
	■ Elizabeth Taylor
	■ Vincent Taylor
	■ Tyler Tennant
	■ Kathryn Troubridge
	■ Mangesh Vingkar
	■ Goranka Vukelich
	■ Patricia Walsh
	■ Alysia Watkins
	■ Julie Witmer
	■ Christina Young
	■ Loa & Robert Zilles

Other Gifts
Thank you for all 
named memorial gifts 
received in memory 
of:
	■ Brian Streeter
	■ Lynda Silvester
	■ Stanford 

Saliwonchyk

Strong Start thanks 
everyone who made 
a gift in honour or in 
memory of a family 
member or friend. 

This list reflects gifts 
received between 
July 1, 2024 to 
November 2, 2025.

	■ Chris Howlett
	■ C-R Handiworks and 

Contracting Inc.
	■ Craig Smith
	■ Dan Strype
	■ Fiskars Brands Inc
	■ James Howell
	■ Louise Kool & Galt
	■ Luis Gonzalez
	■ Rehan Rauf
	■ Shop3D.ca
	■ Simpson Print
	■ Swanson’s Home 

Hardware
	■ Tech Soup Canada 

and Partners
	■ Tony Denison
	■ UNSTOPPABLE

Individuals
	■ Anonymous (43)
	■ Adair Day Family
	■ Debbie Adare
	■ Marsha Auxilly
	■ Janet L. Baker
	■ Cheryl Bauman
	■ Sue Bruyns
	■ Douglas Bundock
	■ Jonathan Burneo 

Rodrigues
	■ Aime Bwakira
	■ Steve & Patricia 

Cameron
	■ Dove Champagne
	■ Bobbie Chatha
	■ Ron & Rita 

Cherkewski
	■ Jennifer King 

& Christopher 
McIntyre

	■ Joan Cox
	■ Mary Cressman
	■ Addie Denison
	■ Tony & Machelle 

Denison
	■ Connie Finn
	■ Lewis & Inge Ford
	■ Chad Gerth
	■ Rodney Gill
	■ Tony & Janine	

Giovinazzo

	■ Rod Goetz
	■ Oleg Gut
	■ Renate Himmel-

Hobson
	■ Christopher & Lynn 

Howlett
	■ Ben Irwin
	■ Yunhao Ji
	■ Deepkamal Kaur
	■ Yasir Alam Khan
	■ Darrell Kuwabara
	■ Karen Lintott
	■ Tatiana Loskoutova
	■ Laurie Lucas
	■ Deborah 

MacLatchy
	■ Theresa Marks
	■ Judy McDonald
	■ Rachel McFarlane
	■ David McKinley
	■ Toby Merritt
	■ Hulene Montgomery 

& Michael Graham
	■ Colette Moffat
	■ Dr. Kristiina Montero
	■ Janice Moorley
	■ Bryan & Jackie 

Murdoch
	■ Stan & Donna	

Nahrgang
	■ Raluca Nuta
	■ Nish Pandya
	■ Sanjaykumar Patel
	■ Harley Pellowe
	■ Sydney Periera
	■ Stephanie Peters
	■ Veronica Popova
	■ Patrick Priestner
	■ Sid Ratna
	■ Ross & Susan	

Robertson
	■ Dana Rodriguez
	■ Beverley 

Saliwonchyk
	■ David Sangster
	■ Irma Sawatzky
	■ Bob & Mieke 

Schroeder
	■ Amy Sergi-

Hammond

The Dawn and Franco 
     Paron Family Fund



Volunteer
Help a child learn 
to read in just 30 
minutes a week. 
No educational 

experience 
needed.

Donate
Your gift delivers 

tools and support 
to help children 

become confident 
readers.

Partner
Bring a proven 
Strong Start® 
program to 

your school or 
community centre.

Strong Start® Charitable Organization is a Registered Canadian Charity (#825948060RR0001) .
Strong Start® issues official income tax receipts for gifts of $20 or more.

strongstart.ca | info@strongstart.ca | 1-833-419-READ (7323)

You Can Help Change a Life 
Through Literacy

A B C

Click here to discover how 
you can make an impact.

https://strongstart.ca
https://www.facebook.com/Strong.Start.to.Reading
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1236692
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY7b12sqwObODOi-s5Ru_3g
https://www.instagram.com/strongstarttoreading/
http://https://strongstart.ca/get-involved/
https://strongstart.ca/get-involved/

